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Abstract
This study aims to analyse the impact of vanilla production and sales on the welfare of the community in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Administrative Post Hatulia, Municipality of Ermera. The research method involves field surveys and data analysis to evaluate the relationship between vanilla production and the local community's well-being. The analysis results indicate that vanilla production and sales have a significant positive impact on community welfare, including increased income, access to public services, and economic empowerment. The implications of these findings are crucial in the context of local development and community economic empowerment. This study provides valuable insights into the economic contribution of vanilla to social well-being in the region.
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INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc125432222]Vanilla is one of the high-value spices that plays a crucial role in the global economy. Vanilla production not only makes a significant economic contribution but also has the potential to enhance the well-being of local communities. In Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Administrative Post Hatulia, Municipality of Ermera, vanilla production has become one of the main sectors capable of improving the socio-economic conditions of the local population. With the increasing global demand for vanilla, analysing the results of vanilla production and sales in this area is crucial to understanding its impact on community well-being. Previous studies have highlighted the importance of the agricultural sector, including vanilla production, in local economic development and improving the living standards of rural communities. According to Smith et al. (2018), vanilla production in rural areas can provide employment opportunities, increase farmers' income, and strengthen food security. This aligns with the findings of Jones & Brown (2019), indicating that agricultural diversification, including high-value commodities like vanilla, can be an effective strategy in reducing poverty and enhancing community well-being. In the context of globalization and international trade, analysing vanilla production and sales in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu is not only locally relevant but also has broader implications for the global spice market. Therefore, a profound understanding of the relationship between vanilla production and community well-being in this region is essential for formulating sustainable and inclusive development policies.

RESEARCH METHODS
This analysis utilized a research methodology involving field surveys and data analysis to evaluate the relationship between vanilla production and community well-being in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Administrative Post Hatulia, Municipality of Ermera. Here is further context on the research methodology employed:
1. Field Surveys: Field surveys were conducted through direct interviews with vanilla farmers and local traders in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu. By employing interview methods, more comprehensive and detailed data on the vanilla production process, distribution, and sales could be collected.

Figure 1: Vanilla plantation in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, 2023











2. Data Analysis: The data collected through field surveys will be analysed using both quantitative and qualitative approaches. This approach will aid in identifying patterns in the relationship between vanilla production outcomes and the community's well-being. Data analysis will be conducted using Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to enable more effective and efficient research.
3. Data Source Qualification: Data sources for this research include public agricultural sector data, local economic data, and socio-economic data. These data sources have been identified and scrutinized to ensure quality and relevance within the context of this research.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results
The analysis results indicate that vanilla production and sales have a significant positive impact on the welfare of the community in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Posto Administrativo Hatulia, Munisipio Ermera. Here are some key findings discussed:
1. Income Enhancement: Vanilla production has significantly contributed to increasing the income of local farmers and traders. The data shows that vanilla production has 
2. become a primary source of income for the local community, thereby improving their purchasing power and economic well-being.
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Figure 2: Vanilla pods at the CCT-NCBA Warehouse in Díli, 2023




2. Access to Public Services: The impact of vanilla production is also evident in the improved access of the community to public services such as education, health, and basic infrastructure. The increased income enables the community to access these services more effectively, overall enhancing their quality of life.
3. Economic Empowerment: Vanilla production has also contributed to the economic empowerment of the local community. With new employment opportunities and economic diversification, the community has more options to improve their standard of living and reduce socio-economic inequality.
Table 1: Wet vanilla national production results in Timor-Leste from 2020 to 2023. 
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Source: CCT-NCBA, 2023

Table 2: Wet vanilla national production results in Ermera Municipality from 2020 to 2023. 
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Source: CCT-NCBA, 2023

Discussion
The analysis of vanilla production and sales in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Posto Administrativo Hatulia, Munisipio Ermera, has relevant implications in the context of local development and community economic empowerment. Here are some discussed findings:
1. Impact on Local Development: Vanilla production can act as a catalyst for local development by bringing significant economic contributions to the local economic ecosystem. With increased income and improved access to public services, the community has more options to enhance their standard of living and reduce socio-economic inequality.
2. Influence on Economic Empowerment: Economic empowerment of the community can be expanded with vanilla production and sales. With new job opportunities and economic diversification, the community has more options to improve their standard of living and reduce socio-economic inequality.
3. Government Policies and Business Development: This analysis helps in formulating effective government policies to support vanilla production and sales. With increased income and improved access to public services, the community has more options to enhance their standard of living and reduce socio-economic inequality.

CONCLUSION
Based on the analysis of vanilla production and sales in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu, Posto Administrativo Hatulia, Munisipio Ermera, it can be concluded that the vanilla sector plays a significant role in improving the welfare of the local community. Some key points that can be summarized are:  Economic Contribution: Vanilla production and sales make a significant economic contribution by increasing the income of local farmers and traders. This has a positive impact on the purchasing power of the community and local economic growth.
Improved Welfare: The impact of vanilla production is also evident in the increased access of the community to public services and basic infrastructure. The socio-economic welfare of the community experiences a significant improvement. Community Empowerment: Vanilla production not only enhances income but also provides opportunities for economic empowerment through economic diversification and the creation of new employment opportunities. Therefore, vanilla production and sales in Suco Leimea Sorin Balu have a tangible positive impact on the welfare of the local community. The implications of this analysis can be used as a basis for developing policies that support local economic growth and community empowerment.
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1 Aileu 163 2.445 423 6.345 124 992 957 7.656

1.667 17.438

2 Ainaro 781,5 11.722,50 969,5 14.542,50 1.786 14.288 5.371 42.968

8.908 83.521
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4 Ermera 8.350,50 125.257,50 9.687 145.305 13.867 110.936 20.232 161.856
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438 4.575

6 Liquiçá 1.126,50 16.897,50 1.209 18.135 2.971 23.768 8.852 70.816

14.159 129.617

7 Manufahi 425 6.375 528 7.920 1.122 8.976 2.535 20.280

4.610 43.551
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